AXD SATAX CAME ALSO
had broken that our footfalls were continually lost
in the plash and gurgle of water until we had passed
the tree which was blocking the road.
"And now," said Hubert, " I fancy we've nothing
to fear. If they are about, we've passed them,
and I don't mind betting we have the roads to
ourselves/1
Here he was right. All our way was deserted, and we
caine to the farm at sunrise, just as the rain was
ceasing and the clouds had begun to break.
The farmer was already abroad and was putting
his oxen to a waggon as we walked into his yard, and
as soon as he understood that we were come for the
Rolls, he led the way to the kitchen and bawled for
his wife.
In spite of my horrid condition, the good woman
kne\v me at once and offered us food and shelter
before we could ask. Whilst she was preparing some
breakfast the farmer brought us some water <md soap
and towels, and by helping one another we cleaned
ourselves fairly well. After that, our shoes and socks
were put in the oven to dry, and we broke our fast
in our shirt-sleeves, all seated about a good fire.
At length I went off to the bam, to find the Rolls
as I had left her, all ready for use ; so I set the engine
running and Stiven to ' rub her down/ whilst I went
back to the kitchen to help Hubert settle our bill.
Now, instead of returning direct, I made to walk
round the house: and here my luck went out, for the
rill which the woman had shown' Olivia and me was
very swollen, and, as I stepped across it, its bank
gave way. Though I did not fall, I went in over
both knees, and such was the force of the water that
I was wet to the waist before I got out.
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